ON-AIR

The ValleyPBS production team and our community partners have worked to actively tell the story
of the Central Valley with a host of specials and series in the last year. In addition to these important
additions to the schedule, the station broadcast numerous LIVE pledge breaks and a LIVE call in show
for its 2017 Travel Rafﬂe event. ValleyPBS also created companion pieces for PBS shows that focused
on the local conversation of these national topics.

Tapped Out: The History and Battle Over Water in California’s San Joaquin Valley
On May 4th at 8pm ValleyPBS aired the ﬁrst of four episodes of its local production, Tapped Out: The History and
Battle over Water in California’s San Joaquin Valley.
The ﬁlm was presented in three one-hour sections and
concluded with a ﬁnal hour long forum on water that
brought together all sides of the issue for a thoughtful
discussion and look at the future. The ﬁlm examined
the history of water in California from the ﬁrst settlers
who relied on the rivers, to the farmers who began to
access the groundwater and the population explosion
in urban centers that created new demand for water in
the state. The project provided a historical prospective,
Tapped Out laid bare to the battlelines that developed
over decades between agriculture, environmentalism
and cities as everyone lays claim to our most precious
and limited resource.
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The Hmong and the Secret War
In 1961, four years before the Vietnam War, the CIA funded a Secret War in Laos. The Hmong became CIA’s surrogate
army, ﬁghting and preventing Communism from consuming the country of Laos. ValleyPBS in partnership with
HmongStory40 developed a ﬁlm to explore the questions about the Secret War in Laos during the Vietnam War and
the circumstances that brought the Hmong to America. Broadcast in November 2017 and shared in several public
screening events this ﬁlm brought to light a little known story of the Vietnam War and the impact of it on the lives of
those who live, learn and work in our Community.

Outside with Greg Aiello
Outside with Greg Aiello is a new adventure-travel show that explores America’s national parks and scenic wonders
beyond the crowds and popular tourist stops. Professional mountain guide and former host of Disney’s hit travelseries, “Motion,” Greg Aiello’s love of the outdoors, approachable style, humor and unique perspective on travel
make each episode a new adventure. Outside travels to areas within national parks and wild destinations rarely seen
on television. Stunning, landscape photography and a distinctive production “look” to each episode brings viewers
into the destination for an inclusive and immersive travel television experience.
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ONLINE

Education through Agriculture
PBS digital resources like PBSLearningMedia.org add
signiﬁcant value to student knowledge and help teachers
work smarter. Additionally, ValleyPBS adds curiculum
through its local initiative Education through Agriculture.

Just Transit
In partnership with ScholarDev and FAX, ValleyPBS are pleased to have launched
a new mobile app entitled Fresno Transit, that provides Fresno FAX bus route
information as well as real-time bus tracking, making public transportation more
convenient than ever for Fresno riders and residents! This app will be available
for free to the public for the ﬁrst year, thanks to support from the Schmidt Family
Foundation.

Bright by Text
In collaboration with the Packard Foundation and Rocky Mountain Public Television,
ValleyPBS is pleased to provide parents and caregivers with this FREE text messaging
service that sends parenting tips, ideas, resources, local events and activities, customized
to the age of the recipient’s child.
More than 3,000 individuals have enrolled in this unique and user-friendly service since its
local launch in summer of 2016. Those interested in enrolling may receive texts in English
or Spanish, and to enroll, all that is necessary is to text the word KIDS to 274447.

ValleyPBS byYou
A website designed to feature videos created by our San
Joaquin Valley residents and organizations. ValleyPBS also
produces content for the site. The majority of the content is arts
and education based. The goal is to inform, engage and inspire.
ValleyPBS byYou serves as a destination where local stories are
told and shared. In 2017, 103 videos were added to the website.
Thirty-seven of the videos were submitted from the public. The
public submission rate was 36% which was above are goal of
35%. The website, valleypbs.org/byyou, had 20,880 pageviews
in 2017. The most watched video, a viewer submission about
Permaculture, received the most views with 1,395.
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IN THE COMMUNITY
ValleyPBS seeks to fulﬁll its mission of educating
and celebrating our community with several high-touch
community outreach activities and events each year.
2017 was a special year as the station forged new relationships and served new constituents with its community
service efforts. From celebrating our 40th anniversary year to the launch of Summer Learning Day and a ﬁrst time
event connecting with Vietnam Veterans that started a community conversation that continues to this day. It was a
year to remember.
ValleyPBS is particularly focused on serving children and families both through its Family Circle membership
program and its Ready to Learn parent workshops, in additional to many other family-friendly activities and events.

40th Anniversary Gala
2017 was a big year for ValleyPBS in the community. This year marked the stations 40th anniversary with a
large celebration on April 19, 2017 featuring PBS President and CEO Paula Kerger as the keynote speaker. Also in
attendance were PBS favorites Clifford, Curious George and Arthur along with all of the stations CEO’s past and
present.

Summer Learning Day
The inaugural Summer Learning Kickoff event was held in partnership with Fresno Uniﬁed’s Parent University in
early June, 2017. Hundreds of families who spoke Spanish or Hmong as a ﬁrst language came together to participate
in workshops provided by the ValleyPBS Education Services team, designed to teach parents how to help their
children to continue to learn during the summer.
Children participated in educational enrichment activities while parents attended workshop sessions, and rafﬂes, a
character meet-and-greet with Clifford and breakfast and lunch were provided for everyone to enjoy.
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RARE: Creatures of the Photo Ark
In July, the station was able to extend the learning presented by the ﬁlm RARE: Creatures of the Photo Ark with
its own special event at Fresno Chaffee Zoo and accompanying local production. The event provided hundreds of
children with cameras and invited them to photograph the zoo animals while learning about endangered species and
what they can do to help.

Vietnam LIVE: A Bridge to Understanding
September of 2017 marked one of the stations most impactful and important Community Outreach efforts to date.
Vietnam LIVE: A Bridge to Understanding brought hundreds of Vietnam Veterans and their families together to
begin a conversation about the scars both literal and ﬁgurative caused by the Vietnam War. The day included an art
exhibition, community resources and a screening of Ken Burn’s The Vietnam War documentary. Additionally, there
was a 60-foot map of Vietnam for service members to walk on and sign the location where they served and was
important to allowing them to begin to tell their stories from the war – some for the very ﬁrst time.

A Hmong Story: The Secret War
October brought another public screening event with the red-carpet premiere of A Hmong Story: The Secret War
that brought 300 people, most Hmong refugees and their children and grandchildren to a special event complete to
traditional Hmong food and dancers followed by the World Premiere of the ﬁlm prior to its broadcast debut.

Engineer It, Girl!
Engineer it, Girl! is a FREE program hosted by ValleyPBS, sponsored by The Women’s and Girls’ Fund at Kern
Community Foundation to encourage interest in engineering for young girls ages 4-6.
This Kern County program features 4 workshops throughout the 2017-2018 school year and entails making
engineering projects, meeting real women engineers, and watching episodes of “Peg + Cat”, a STEM focused PBS
KIDS show on ValleyPBS. Parents/guardians are required to attend with their children for this morning of fun
and problem solving! ValleyPBS ﬁlms at each of these workshops and will be creating short interstitials to air on
ValleyPBS showing kids at home how they can make their own engineering projects.
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Family Circle
Family Circle is a $10/month family membership program for ValleyPBS viewers. Members get to attend monthly,
members-only PBS KIDS events all year round at no additional cost, receive a Member Discount card to have access
to discounts at restaurant and entertainment businesses around the Valley and receive discounts on other ticketed
events the station hosts.

Ready to Learn
Since 2012, ValleyPBS has provided over 1,100 Ready to Learn parent education workshops in partnership with local
school districts and community organizations such as Fresno, Madera, Central and Selma Uniﬁed and the Fresno
County Public Library. Workshops are provided in English, Spanish or Hmong, and verbal translation is also provided in Punjabi, depending upon what best ﬁts the needs of the parent group in attendance. ValleyPBS has distributed over 40,000 free children’s books and provided over 70,000 free school supplies to families participating in
Ready to Learn workshops.
Following workshops, all parents receive a survey to gauge their satisfaction with the workshop experience and usefulness of information presented. Over 99% of parents reported that they learned useful techniques they planned
to use with their children and would recommend the workshops to other parents. Additional positive outcomes include reported increases in the amount of time spent reading with children in the home and increased interest and
positivity towards learning reading, math and new skills in general amongst children of parents who participated in
workshops.
In 2017 alone, 357 parent workshops were held and more than 4,500 individuals were served by the Ready to Learn
Program. The Ready to Learn team of bilingual trainers and children’s group leaders grew to 30 and the program
served more districts and schools than in any previous year. This growth is slated to continue, with 410 workshops
scheduled in the coming year, and new school district partners joining the Ready to Learn consortium each month.
The Ready to Learn Program also has a new homepage online, where the entire schedule of upcoming workshops
can be viewed, and community members can support the program through donations of time, funds or materials or
even become part of the Ready to Learn instructional team if qualiﬁed.
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ValleyPBS Boards

Board of Directors

Community Advisory Board

Jose Plascencia
Chair

Jim Pierce
Chair, Madera County

Jane Olvera Quebe
Vice Chair

Michelle W. Allison
Vice Chair, Merced County

Karen Musson
Financial Ofﬁcer

Deborah Alexander
Nominations Committee, Madera County

Lorenzo Rios
Secretary

Rosemary Caso
Tulare County

Kristen Beall
Kern County Board Member

Gary Chahil
Fresno County

Celeste Barron
Kings County Board Member

Thomas Whit-Ellis
Fresno County

Debra Bradley
Fresno County Board Member

Murray Farber
Fresno County

Jody Graves
Tulare County Board Member

Doug Morris
Fresno County

Deborah Lagomarsino
Tulare County Board Member

Kara Pierce-Malcher
Member at Large

Kurt Madden
At Large Board Member

Theresa Soares
Tulare County

James Shekoyan
Fresno County Board Member

Linda Tucker
Nominations Committee, Kings County

Larry Stefani
Merced County Board Member

Debbie Walker
Kings County

Jim Pierce
Ex-Ofﬁcio, Chair of the Community Advisory Board

Leadership Staff

Dora Westerlund
Fresno County Board Member

Phyllis Brotherton
Interim CEO & CFO

William M. Lyles
Director Emeritus

Elizabeth Laval
Senior Vice President, Content & Development

ValleyPBS holds television broadcasting licenses KVPT in Fresno, CA and K18HD-D in Bakersﬁeld, CA.
For more public information and reports, go to http://valleypbs.org/about/public_docs.php
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