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2018 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE REPORT
ABOUT VALLEYPBS
ValleyPBS, formerly known as KMFT, went on the air in April 1977
with the mission to bring thoughtful, entertaining and educational
programming to the residents of Kings, Madera, Fresno and
Tulare Counties.
Today, ValleyPBS serves the Central Valley, from Merced to
Bakersfield. We continue to air the same quality programming
that started it all as we are building connections among the
people and communities across our region.
By leveraging the positive power of public media and the support
of our donors, we aspire to drive impact and change lives. PBS
has ranked #1 in public trust for 15 years running and we take
that honor and responsibility seriously each and every day. We
strive to continually build upon this public trust to tell stories that
matter to our Valley viewers.
The ValleyPBS family of channels includes 18.1 HD, ValleyPBS
24/7 Kids 18.2, ValleyPBS Create 18.3 and ValleyPBS World
18.4. The 24/7 PBS Kids content can also be streamed online at
pbskids.org.
Thank you for your support!
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LOCAL PRODUCTION: ONGOING SERIES
Valley’s Gold Season 5
Valley’s Gold tells the story of agriculture in California’s Central
Valley. Each of the twelve episodes in Season 5 followed a
different crop or resource from the field, through the harvest, onto
the processing plant and into kitchens around the world.
Topics included: exotic animals, avocados, crops and characters,
the bounty of the sea, broccoli & cauliflower, dates, Brussels
sprouts & celery, electric power, gas power, cooperatives and
food safety.
The series continues to be hosted by Ryan Jacobsen and produced
by ValleyPBS. Each episode aired three times per week and was
made possible by Gar Tootelian, BRANDT and the Meyers Water
Bank and Wildlife Trust. Season 5 premiered in the fall of 2018.
Full episodes are available online:
https://valleypbs.org/valleysgold

Outside Season 2
ValleyPBS partnered with 18THIRTY Entertainment to bring
a second season of the popular and unique travel adventure
program, Outside with Greg Aiello, to television in the summer of
2018.
For this season, ValleyPBS successfully negotiated a national
distribution agreement with American Public Television. Over 97
PBS stations across the country and the CREATE Network agreed
to air the program reaching 88% saturation of U.S. markets. With
a substantial online fanbase, Outside was able to reach viewers
of all ages and has quickly become a favorite. Season 2 of
Outside with Greg Aiello offered eight new episodes with trips to
San Diego, Alaska, New Mexico, Iceland and more.
“The outdoors are not to be feared or thought of as challenging:
they are meant to get out there and enjoy! We are excited to share
this show with viewers across the nation through public television
stations,” said Jeff Aiello, filmmaker and producer of Outside with
Greg Aiello.
Full episodes are available online:
https://valleypbs.org/outside
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LOCAL PRODUCTION: LONG FORM DOCUMENTARY
Silent Sacrifice: The Story of Japanese American Incarceration
in California’s San Joaquin Valley and Beyond
Silent Sacrifice: The Story of Japanese American Incarceration in
California’s San Joaquin Valley and Beyond exposed new details
in one of America’s darkest chapters in history. After Japan’s
surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, Japanese Americans and
immigrants that called the United States their home were subject
to one of the largest violations of civil liberties in our nation’s
history. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed Executive
Order 9066 on February 19, 1942 and by May the same year, nearly
120,000 people of Japanese ancestry, most legal U.S. citizens,
were forced to leave their homes, their schools, their businesses
and their lives behind and relocate to military-controlled camps.
Four of the temporary Assembly Centers were in the San Joaquin
Valley at the Tulare Fairgrounds, Merced Fairgrounds, Fresno
Fairgrounds and in Pinedale, CA. Silent Sacrifice explored the
prewar challenges Japanese immigrants faced while searching
for a new life in America and how the United States government
allowed war hysteria and fear to become stronger than justice.
The two-hour feature documentary revealed never-before-seen
photographs and film footage from this tragic time in our nation’s
past and followed the journey of Saburo and Marion Masada of
Fresno, CA as they traveled to the site of the Jerome Relocation
Camp in Arkansas to bring closure to a lifetime of pain 75 years
after being imprisoned there.
Elizabeth Laval, ValleyPBS Executive Producer and Senior Vice
President of Content and Development said, “In a lifetime, people
are presented with many types of defining moments. Some lead
toward happiness and others to tragedy, and some encompass
the opportunity to make a difference for oneself, for others and,
in the best case, for the good of the community. Silent Sacrifice is
one of these defining moments.”
Through the lens and storytelling of writer and director, Jeff
Aiello of 18THIRTY Entertainment, production partner on Silent
Sacrifice with ValleyPBS, the film featured heart-wrenching firsthand experiences from survivors of the prison camps that are
now telling their stories after decades of silence.
Following the premiere broadcast on ValleyPBS, Silent Sacrifice:
Stories of Japanese American Incarceration was picked up for
national distribution by American Public Television and has been
made available to 231 markets across the country for broadcast.
View the full film online: http://valleypbs.org/sacrifice/
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The Making of Nothing: A Look Behind the Curtain
Produced in part by grant funds from WNET and Shakespeare
Uncovered, this film provided a behind-the-scenes look at the
Woodward Shakespeare Festival’s production of Much Ado About
Nothing.
From auditions through rehearsal, we followed the director, cast
and crew as they found their own unique perspectives on this
age-old play and dealt with the ups and downs of producing an
outdoor performance in the over 100-degree heat of summer in
the Central Valley.
This film aired in October 2018 after a sneak preview screening
event held prior to the Woodward Shakespeare Festival’s
performance of Measure for Measure.

LOCAL PRODUCTION:
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
Chasing the Dream: 93706 A Community Conversation
This hour-long conversation focused on one of the nation’s
most depressed zip codes in the nation: 93706. Why, in a region
where there is an abundance of fresh fruits and vegetables and a
temperate climate that should foster year-round outdoor activity
for its children, is the life expectancy 20 years shorter than
those living only a few miles away? What can be done to make
southwest Fresno a healthier place to live and raise families?
Chasing the Dream: 93706 A Community Conversation brought
together a panel of experts and change-makers who actively
work in the neighborhood to discuss the issues of gang violence,
school graduation rates, pre-mature birth rates, asthma and
homelessness and to find answers and share solutions to address
these issues head on.
Latino Identity: A Community Conversation
Latino Identity: A Community Conversation brought together a
panel of Latino educators, counselors, students, dreamers and
community leaders to discuss the challenges faced by Latino
youth in a region that is 52% of Hispanic heritage.
The one-hour conversation was hosted by Yaharia Garcia-Perea,
who has previously hosted the ValleyPBS local production Kids
Count, and was filmed before a LIVE studio audience. The program
aired on ValleyPBS in June 2018 prior to the encore broadcast of
The Rise and Fall of the Brown Buffalo.
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Civil Liberties Conversation Series
ValleyPBS followed its groundbreaking documentary, Silent
Sacrifice, by holding three, one-hour Civil Liberties Conversations
with diverse panels who discussed the legacy of Executive Order
9066 and its lasting impact on various communities of color
today.
The first panel of legal experts, internees and internment
descendants discussed the legal remedies following the end of
World War II, including the Korematsu decision of 1944.
The second panel brought together members of the Sikh
American and Muslim American communities with Japanese
American Internees to discuss the similarities and differences in
their experiences as they face intolerance and racial bias in post
9/11 America.
The final panel was a youth representative group who held a frank
discussion on racism in America today and their hopes for the
future. All three episodes aired on consecutive Thursdays in July
2018.

LOCAL PRODUCTION: DEBATES
California Gubernatorial Debate
In April 2018, prior to the primary election, ValleyPBS, in
partnership with Fox 26 and KMJ Radio, hosted and broadcast
a debate among four of the candidates for California’s governor.
The candidates took questions from a panel before a LIVE studio
audience.
California District 16 Congressional Debate
In partnership with the local Fox Aﬃliate and KMJ News Talk Radio,
ValleyPBS hosted a debate between the District 16 candidates
for Congress, Jim Costa and Elizabeth Heng on October 23, 2018.
The debate was carried live from the ValleyPBS studios on Fox26’s
sister station CW59, and on NewsTalk 580 and 105.9 KMJ, with
an uninterrupted encore broadcast on ValleyPBS. It was also
streamed live on KMPH.com, KMJNow.com desktop and mobile
websites, and via Facebook live.
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LOCAL PRODUCTION: INTERSTITIALS
ValleyPBS produces a wide variety of local content that focused
on the people of the Central Valley. We continued to tell stories
that dug deep and shined a spotlight on topics that might not
have normally receive media recognition.
Our Stories of Service content provides the opportunity for local
military members, veterans and their families to have their voices
heard. In 2018, we told the uncommon story of a mother who
is on active duty along with her son and daughter. We also met
Central Valley Blue Star Moms who sent care packages for
military members serving overseas and spoke with the organizers
of the Central Valley Honor Flight. Veterans from World War II, the
Korean Conflict, Vietnam War, Operation Desert Storm and the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan appeared on our air in 2018.
The Central Valley comprises a rich and diverse community and
our content reflects that variegated tapestry. In 2018, we created
interstitial content featuring local African American, Hispanic,
Asian American and Native American communities.
We also continued to partner with the Fresno Chamber of
Commerce to produce videos about leaders in the local business
and agriculture industries.
The video interstitials produced by ValleyPBS appeared on-air,
online and were shared on social media platforms.

LOCAL PRODUCTION:
PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS
Stop, Lay, Walk Away…Get Help
In 2018, ValleyPBS launched a public service campaign titled
Stop, Lay, Walk Away... to combat child abuse. The project worked
to give young, overwhelmed caregivers practical steps to avoid
harming children in their charge.
The project included a website of resources in partnership with
organizations who are dedicated to preventing child abuse though
education and support.
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DIGITAL
ValleyPBS ByYou
This website is designed to feature videos created by our San
Joaquin Valley residents and organizations as well as to host
ValleyPBS-produced content. The majority of the videos are about
the arts and education. The goal is to inform, engage and inspire.
ValleyPBS byYou serves as a destination where local stories are
told and shared.
In 2018, 154 videos were added to the website. Sixty-nine of the
videos were submitted from the public. The public submission
rate was 45%, above the goal of 35%.
The website, valleypbs.org/byyou, had 15,003 pageviews in 2018.
The most watched video was about the Castle Air Museum and
received 570 views.
Education through Agriculture
PBS digital resources like PBSLearningMedia.org add significant
value to student knowledge and help teachers work smarter.
Additionally, ValleyPBS adds curiculum targeted to K-3rd graders
through its local initiative Education through Agriculture.

MORE THAN MEMBERSHIP
Family Circle Membership
ValleyPBS Family Circle is a $10/month membership that allows
families to donate to the station and attend monthly, membersonly PBS Kids’ events all year. In 2018, Family Circle hosted over
2,100 guests at their events with 240+ family units as members.
Each month members are invited to participate in events like
Pinkalicious’ Paint Day!, Wild About Nature and Daniel Tiger’s
Holiday Party. Members always receive a healthy snack, create
a unique craft and enjoy interactive educational activities. Often,
there is a PBS Kids character that families can meet.
The events are a place where families can interact with each other,
connect over similar interests and kids can just be kids. Parents
enjoy meeting other parents with children the same age as theirs
who also uphold educational experiences as a top priority for
their families.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENTS
Victoria Tea & Screening
In January 2018, ValleyPBS hosted a Victoria-inspired tea and free
preview screening of Season 2. The event, hosted at The Painted
Table, included fun giveaways, tasty treats and piping hot tea.
Following the sumptuous feast, guests were invited to the Tower
Theatre to join all the Victoria fans in viewing the first hour of
the second season of the show. Everyone was able to take their
picture with Victoria and Albert cutouts wearing their own crown
and sceptre.
Dolores Screening with Q&A
In March 2018, ValleyPBS hosted an Indie Lens Pop Up event
with Dolores Huerta. Attendees viewed the documentary from
Independent Lens, Dolores, followed by a Q&A with Dolores
herself. Following the event, everyone was provided the
opportunity to meet the local legend who was extremely gracious
to all.
This project enabled ValleyPBS to forge new community
partnerships with Fresno City College and The Dolores
Huerta Foundation. In addition, the response to the event was
overwhelmingly positive and 77% of event attendees were new to
ValleyPBS. This allowed the station to connect with a segment
of our service area that we do not generally or easily reach – a
continuing goal for our future.
Taste with Martin Yan
With the premiere of Chef Martin Yan’s new show Spice Kingdom,
ValleyPBS held a special epicurean event in June 2018.
The evening featured a cooking demonstration by Martin Yan
along with a Chef Throwdown featuring four Valley Chefs in a
cook-off for bragging rights and prizes. The event was held at
the Victorian Gardens of the Two Sisters in Kingsburg and was
attended by 200 guests.
The Gathering
Funded by a grant from PBS, in October 2018, ValleyPBS partnered
with local Native American communities to host a day of cultural
sharing. The event included information booths from each of the
tribes, demonstrations, dances, spoken word performances, an
art exhibition and two screenings with panel discussions of the
PBS film Native America. Over 1,000 people participated in some
aspect of the project; a huge and inspiring accomplishment for
our station and local indigenous peoples.
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Engineer It Girl!
Engineer it, Girl! is a free program hosted by ValleyPBS for kids
grades K-3. Five workshops were presented by Chevron in fall
2018 and one workshop was presented by the Central California
Women’s Conference in winter 2018. The goal of the program
was to encourage youngsters, especially girls, to take an interest
in engineering and give them an opportunity engage in hands-on
projects and be exposed to professional women in STEM fields.
In the fall, ValleyPBS hosted five workshops throughout Fresno
County over a 10-week period with more than 800 kids and
parents in attendance. At each workshop, kids learned different
engineering concepts, watched episodes of Peg+Cat, met real
women engineers and created their own engineering projects.
At the end of each workshop they also met PBS Kids characters
Peg+Cat.
The CCWC-sponsored Engineer it, Girl! workshop was a medley
where kids and their parents were able to create four different
projects led by Fresno State Society of Women Engineers.
Pancakes with Clifford
This delicious, annual fundraiser, held at Whole Foods Market
Fresno, drew nearly 500 people in 2018 to a pancake breakfast
with Clifford the Big Red Dog. Whole Foods Market has been a
faithful partner, donating all the breakfast material and venue for
the event. Families enjoyed the fun atmosphere with activities like
Bubble Play, Zoomobile animals and a craft station. Of course,
they also got to meet and greet Clifford the Big Red Dog.
Dog Days of Summer
ValleyPBS hosted its annual “Clifford’s Dog Days of Summer”
program throughout Fresno, Tulare and Madera counties during
summer 2018. Each of the ten sessions had the capacity of
40 children and their parents and almost every session was
completely full. Families would listen to story time with their
local librarian, meet and greet Clifford and receive their very own
Clifford book to take home.
ValleyPBS Kids Nite
In September 2018, ValleyPBS hosted the eighth annual
ValleyPBS Kids Nite at Fresno Chaffee Zoo. This event brought
3,000 attendees to the Zoo after hours for a special family event.
Guests enjoyed meeting PBS Kids Characters, story time with
the Man in the Yellow Hat, Make and Take Crafts, giraffe feeding,
booth spaces and more. The evening ended with the viewing of
a PBS Kids show on a large outdoor screen once the sun went
down.
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Station Tours, Career Fairs, Booth Spaces
ValleyPBS continued to connect with students through school
visits and station tours. In 2018, our Production Manager was a
guest speaker at five different school sites. During those visits,
she met with approximately 625 middle and high school students.
She spoke to them about careers in broadcasting and the work
of ValleyPBS.
In addition to visiting school campuses, students visited our
station and studios for tour and mentorship opportunities.
Members of our production team also served as Community
Advisors for area school districts and helped video production
teachers formulate their curriculum.

EDUCATION
Ready To Learn Workshops
Since 2012, ValleyPBS has provided over 1,500 Ready to Learn
parent education workshops in partnership with local school
districts and community organizations such as Fresno, Madera,
Central, Parlier and Selma Unifieds and the Fresno County Public
Library. Workshops are provided in English, Spanish and Hmong,
and verbal translation is also provided in Punjabi. ValleyPBS has
distributed over 45,000 free children’s books and provided over
85,000 free school supplies to families participating in Ready to
Learn workshops.
Following workshops, all parents receive a survey to gauge their
satisfaction with the experience and applicability of information
presented. Over 99% of parents reported that they learned
beneficial techniques they planned to use with their children and
would recommend the workshops to other parents.
In 2018 alone, 457 parent workshops were held, and more than
8,000 individuals were served by the Ready to Learn Program.
The Ready to Learn team of bilingual trainers and children’s group
leaders grew to 34 and the program served more districts and
schools than in any previous year. This growth is slated to continue,
with over 500 workshops scheduled in the 2018-2019 school year.
The Ready to Learn program also has a new homepage online
(valleypbsfamilies.org), where the entire schedule of upcoming
workshops can be viewed. Community members can support the
program through donations of time, funds or materials or even
become part of the Ready to Learn instructional team, if qualified.
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Summer Learning Day
Held in June 2018 in partnership with Fresno Unified’s Parent
University (the Parent Education Division of the 4th largest school
district in the state, ValleyPBS’ 2nd Annual Summer Learning Day
helped equip hundreds of families whose children are learning
English to discover new ways to enable their children continue
to learn during the summer months when they are out of school.
Attendees participated in themed, educational enrichment
activities while parents attended workshop sessions. Raﬄes, a
character meet-and-greet with Clifford as well as breakfast and
lunch were provided for all in attendance.
The event was based around Ready, Jet, Go! and had a space
theme (Summer Learning Blastoff!).
Bright By Text
Bright by Text is a free, text message-based service that helps
parents and caregivers make the most out of their time with their
children by illustrating fun and easy activities, providing positive
parenting tips and resources, tips for aiding a child’s physical
development and much more. All information is provided via easyto-read and implement texts and links to additional information
or illustrative videos or images.
The program is proven to build nurturing caregiver-child
relationships, and positively impact a child’s healthy development
and school readiness. In addition to expert content, Bright by Text
includes messages about events and resources specific to the
Valley, like free museum days, health clinics, and preschool open
enrollment periods.
To sign up, parents and caregivers with children under eight
can text the word KIDS to 274448. They will receive two to five
text messages per week, and each message includes a link to a
landing page with more detail, short modeling videos, and links
to related resources.
Currently, over 4,000 subscribers benefit from the service, with
that number expected to grow to 10,000 this year.
_______________________________________________________________

ValleyPBS holds television broadcasting licenses KVPT in Fresno,
CA and K18HD-D in Bakersfield, CA. For more public information
and reports, go to http://valleypbs.org/about/public_docs.php
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